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PKRWR: AQGUH FHFWHDX/IRIN

MDKURXV MRKDPPHG DW KLV YHJHWDEOH VWDQG LQ SDDG AOODK

YLOODJH LQ EJ\SW

humanitarian news and anal\sis
a serv ice of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

EGYPT-LIBYA: Returnees struggle to survive
CAIRO, 2 NRYHPEHU 2011 (IRIN) - MRQWKV DIWHU KH OHIW TULSROL
EHFDXVH RI FLYLO XQUHVW LQ LLE\D, EO BDGUL MDKURXV MRKDPPHG VWLOO
ILQGV KLPVHOI VWUXJJOLQJ WR PDNH HQGV PHHW LQ KLV QDWLYH EJ\SW. 

"I NQHZ IURP WKH EHJLQQLQJ WKDW LW ZRXOG EH GLIILFXOW WR ILQG ZRUN, VR I
VWDUWHG JURZLQJ YHJHWDEOHV," KH VDLG. 

SRPHERG\ LQ KLV YLOODJH RI SDDG AOODK, MXVW QRUWK RI SRKDJ LQ USSHU
EJ\SW, JDYH KLP D VPDOO ORDQ WR EX\ D PRWRUL]HG WULF\FOH VR KH
FRXOG GHOLYHU KLV SURGXFH WR FXVWRPHUV DQG EULQJ PRUH YHJHWDEOHV
IURP WKH SRKDJ PDUNHW DQG VHOO WKHP DW KLV RZQ VWDQG LQ SDDG
AOODK. 

MRKDPPHG WROG IRIN EXVLQHVV NHHSV KLP EXV\, EXW WKH SURILWV DUH
QRW HQRXJK WR SURYLGH IRU KLV ZLIH DQG WZR FKLOGUHQ, FRPSDUHG ZLWK
KLV HDUQLQJV DV D WLOHU LQ TULSROL IRU 10 \HDUV. 

GDODO MXDZZDG AOL KDV KDG HYHQ OHVV OXFN VLQFH KLV UHWXUQ ODVW
MDUFK. "JRE RSSRUWXQLWLHV DUH OLPLWHG," KH VDLG. HH KDG EHHQ D
FRQWUDFWRU IRU IRXU \HDUV LQ TULSROL EXW KLV VXEVHTXHQW MRE VHDUFK LQ

AOH[DQGULD, CDLUR, AV\XW, DQG QHQD SURYHG IUXLWOHVV. 

"I IHHO GHVSHUDWH. I KDYH ORWV RI WLPH EXW I GRQ'W NQRZ ZKDW WR GR," KH VDLG. AOL FDUHV IRU D ZLIH, FKLOG, DQG ERWK KLV SDUHQWV. 

TKH IQWHUQDWLRQDO OUJDQL]DWLRQ IRU MLJUDWLRQ (IOM) HVWLPDWHV 1.5 PLOOLRQ EJ\SWLDQ PLJUDQWV ZHUH ZRUNLQJ LQ LLE\D EHIRUH D
SRSXODU DUPHG XSULVLQJ DJDLQVW LLE\DQ OHDGHU MXDPPDU QDGGDIL EHJDQ LQ FHEUXDU\. AERXW 200,000 IOHG WKH PRXQWLQJ
WXUPRLO WKHUH, UHWXUQLQJ WR D KRPHODQG LWVHOI LQ FKDRV DQG DQ HFRQRP\ VHYHUHO\ ZHDNHQHG E\ WKH SROLWLFDO DQG VRFLDO
LQVWDELOLW\ FUHDWHG E\ D VHSDUDWH UHYROXWLRQ LQ EJ\SW WKDW RXVWHG WKHQ PUHVLGHQW HRVQL MXEDUDN LQ FHEUXDU\. 

Econom\ in doldrums 

TRXULVP UHYHQXHV, ZKLFK DFFRXQW IRU 11 SHUFHQW RI EJ\SW'V GDP, KDYH KDOYHG VLQFH WKH SURWHVWV EHJDQ LQ JDQXDU\ 2011.
IQIODWLRQ VWDQGV DW 13.3 SHUFHQW. FLJXUHV UHOHDVHG E\ WKH EJ\SWLDQ MLQLVWU\ RI PODQQLQJ LQ JXQH VKRZHG WKDW SULYDWH VHFWRU
LQYHVWPHQW KDG IDOOHQ E\ 33 SHUFHQW DQG SXEOLF VHFWRU LQYHVWPHQW E\ 17 SHUFHQW LQ WKH ILUVW TXDUWHU RI 2011. 

"WKHWKHU WKH\ DUH UHWXUQHHV RU QRW, EJ\SWLDQV KDYH SUREOHPV ILQGLQJ MREV," VDLG YDVPLQH FDKLP, UHVHDUFKHU DW WKH EFRQRPLF
RHVHDUFK FRUXP LQ CDLUR. TKH ODVW SXEOLVKHG XQHPSOR\PHQW UDWH LQ MDUFK VWRRG DW 11.8 SHUFHQW, EXW WKLV GRHV QRW WDNH
XQGHU-HPSOR\PHQW LQWR DFFRXQW. 

A VXUYH\ FRQGXFWHG LQ WKH ILUVW TXDUWHU E\ WKH IOM DW WKH EJ\SWLDQ-LLE\DQ ERUGHU, ZKHUH PLJUDQWV ZHUH VWUDQGHG, IRXQG WKDW 75
SHUFHQW RI EJ\SWLDQV LQWHQGHG WR UHPDLQ LQ EJ\SW EHFDXVH RI WKH WUDXPD DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK IOHHLQJ LLE\D DQG KRSHV WKDW WKH
EJ\SWLDQ HFRQRP\ ZRXOG UHFRYHU VRRQ. SXFK KRSHV PD\ KDYH EHHQ SUHPDWXUH. 

NRZDGD\V, VRPH PHQ LQ SDDG AOODK DUH HDJHU WR JR EDFN WR WKHLU OLIH LQ LLE\D. "I ZLOO UHWXUQ ZKHQ LW'V FRPSOHWHO\ FDOP," AOL WKH
FRQWUDFWRU WROG IRIN RQ 17 OFWREHU, WKUHH GD\V EHIRUH GDGGDIL ZDV NLOOHG. TKH IRUPHU UHEHO NDWLRQDO TUDQVLWLRQDO CRXQFLO QRZ
KDV IXOO FRQWURO RI WKH FRXQWU\, DQG ZKLOH WKHUH DUH PDQ\ ZHDSRQV DPRQJ PLOLWLDV RXWVLGH JRYHUQPHQW FRQWURO, WKH VLWXDWLRQ
KDV VWDELOL]HG VLQFH WKH ZRUVW GD\V RI ILJKWLQJ. 

BXW WKH UHYROXWLRQ LQ LLE\D KDV FKDQJHG WKH JDPH IRU EJ\SWLDQ PLJUDQWV, ZKR DUH PRVWO\ ORZ-VNLOOHG FRQVWUXFWLRQ ODERXUHUV
IURP WKH SRRUHVW UHJLRQV RI EJ\SW. FLQGLQJ ZRUN LQ WKH QHZ LLE\D PLJKW EHFRPH D SUREOHP EHFDXVH RI WKHLU VNLOOV VHW, VDLG
PDVTXDOH LXSROL, IOM'V GLUHFWRU IRU WKH MLGGOH EDVW DQG NRUWK AIULFD. 
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"Right now, Libya needs specialists, but Egyptians are not qualified," he said. 

The Libyan economy depends mostly on oil revenues, and its infrastructure has been heavily damaged. 

AVViVWance 

In March, the Egyptian government asked the UN World Food Programme (WFP) to help in providing assistance to the
returnees' families under a food-for-training scheme, where they learn vocational skills, such as plumbing, or business
skills. 

The operation, which is coming to an end this week, focused on the Upper Egyptian governorates of Beni Suef, Minya, Asyut
and Sohag, where most returnees are from, according to Abdallah Alwardat, WFP's programme adviser in Cairo. 

The returnees' situation was complicated by the fact that "Upper Egypt is the most food-insecure area in Egypt", said
Alwardat. 

The families in Saad Allah received two rounds of food in May and September. They were provided with rice, vegetable oil,
date bars, wheat flour, and beans. Upon graduating from the training programme, participants were given another 25kg of
wheat flour. 

"It's good quality food, but it's all gone already," said Yasmeen Abu el-Hassan, wife of a returnee, one month after the last
donation. In addition to herself and her husband, she is responsible for eight people. 

"We used to cook meat every day. Now, it's chicken once or twice a month," complained Fatma Mohammad Abdel Muattalab,
with a family of 12. 

The training, provided by the Egyptian Ministry of Manpower and Emigration, was attended by both returnees and family
members. 

"I started to think about how to help the household," said Sabah Mohammad Ahmad, whose brother is one of the 470 men
who returned to Saad Allah. After the training, she secured a micro-loan, bought an oven, and started baking cookies that she
sells to schoolchildren. "It brings enough money to cover my expenses and my children's, but they are growing and so too
are their expenses," she said. Ahmad's sons are in kindergarten and grade 6. 

The 500 Egyptian pounds ($84) her brother used to send from Tripoli every month was enough to provide for the 10-member
family. 

Remittances from Libya to Egypt used to account for US$33 million per year, according to the IOM - the Egyptian Labour
Ministry puts this figure at about $254 million - and were Egypt's third largest source of foreign currency, after revenues from
the Suez Canal and tourism. 

af/ha/eo/mw 

Theme(V): Children, Economy, Education, Health & Nutrition, Human Rights, Conflict,

[This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations]

Feedback  |  Terms & Conditions  |   News Feeds  |  About IRIN  |  Jobs  |  Donors

Copyright � IRIN 2011. All rights reserved. This material comes to you via IRIN, the humanitarian news and analysis service
of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. The opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the


	returnees struggle to survive

