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"By R1chard Falk

PRINCETON, N.J. — Part of the
oonfusmn in America about Iran’s so-

- Ruhollah Khomeini. More even than
any third-world leader, he has been de-
picted- in a manner calculated to
- {righten.

President Carter and Zbigniew
Brzezinski have until very recently as-
sociated him with religious. fanati-
cism. The news media have defamed
“him in many ways, associating him
- with efforts to turn the clock back 1,300
~.years, with virulent antl-Semmsm,
| and with a new political disorder,
“ *‘theocratic fascism,” about to be set
loosaon “the-world.-About- the-best-he—-

" has fared has been to be called. (by'

Newsweek) “Iran’s Mystery Man.”’

The historical record of revolutiori{
ary zeal’s degenerating into excess is

~'such as to temper enthusiasm about
!ran S future ‘Nevertheless, there are’.

‘hopeful s:gns mcluding the character

"'m‘llbe Seen-as treasonous:

al moderate, progressive individual
an; the-

~ ryoush Farouhar; deputy leader of the
" National Front; they are widely re

ts and seem eager to

close advisers i uniformly composed

__ For another thing, the key. P_ppointees .
o ~ 4 | to'the provisional Governmie
%-Mehdl;Bazarg . &

b Karim Sanjabi, leader. 0! lhe National
- Front political  federation, . and Da-

spected in: Iran ‘butside religious. cira
cles, share a notable record of- concern-
0 (¢ an ng

“ aclneve econom:c development- that -

S
. ment,-but.of the special character of .

1. of Ayatollah Khor

next few days is likely to determine
“both-whether the movement’s largely
nonviolent record will be spoiled fur-
ther and whether a new political order

-Ayatollah..._can be successtully brought into exist-

ence.

In recent months, befare his trium-

phant return to Teheran, the Ayatollah
gave numerous reassurances to non-
‘Moslem communities in Iran. He told
Jewish-community leaders that it
would be a tragedy if many of the
80,000 Jews left the country. Of course,

" this view is qualified by his hostility to

Israel because of its support of the

Shah and its failure to resolve the

Palestinian question.
He has also indicated that the non-

~religious-left will be free to express its-.

views in an Islamic republic and to

participate in political life, provided

only that it does not ‘‘commit treason
. against the country” by establishing

forelgn connections — a lightly-veiled

~reference to anxiety about Soviet in-
“terference. What the left does in corm:

lng days will likely mdxcate whethelz“ ;z*%;

. results in a modern society oriented on"
satls l;he whole population s basic_

i deference to the views and judgment

matter of coercion, or even

the raovement. It is inconceivable, for -

- instance, for someone as devout asMr.
Bazargan to govern without manifest- |
ing, naturally and without any com-
T pﬂsiwamtesemx&ﬁty%evﬂue&

of Shiite Islam, including responsive- -

"_ness to Ayatollah Khomeini's views.
Yet, as every religious leader is quick ™

flexible in its approach to the Koran
and evolves interpretations that corre-
spond to the changing needs and ex- .

perience of the people. What is distinc-

mw, perhaps, about this rellgious ori-
mlon is its concern with resisting

1 ression and promoting social juw— |

i‘lg’%

As if'to contrast its vision with thai‘
of the Shah’s rule, Ayatoliah Khomeini -
saxd recently, in France, that in any:

rerned society *‘the ruler does

to undérscore, the Skiite tradition-is~|

g cuurse “is a strong, active. sense of l
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not llve very differently from the ordi-
nary person.” For him, to be religious
is to struggle for these polltlcal goals,
yet the religious leader’s role is to in-

~spire politics, not to govern. Hence, it -

is widely expected that he will soon go

to the holy dty of Qum at a mmove

There he will function asa"gmdeor, if

necessary, as a critic of the republic,

In looking to the futum Ayatollah;
Khomeini has spoken of his hopes to
show the world what a genuine Islamic

government can doon behalf of its peo-
ple. He has made clear frequently that
he scorns what he considers to be the
so-called Islamic Governments in?
Saudi Arabia, Libya and Pakistan.

Despite the turbulence, many nm- .
religious Iranians talk of this period as |
““Islam’s finest hour.’" Having created

“a rnew model of - popular Tevolution
tasud, for the most part, on nonviolent
taciics, Iran may yet provide us with a
desperately-needed model of humane
governance for a third-world country

If this is true, then indeed the exotic
- Ayatollah may yet convince the world
tllxat “polmcs is the oplal:e of—'—the"peo
pe!’ - & - R, T
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‘0’'suppose that Ayatollah Khomelm
ssembling seems almost: beyond
belief. His political style is to express -

and climate of mtensity in lran Ttis
| uncertain’ that -Ayatoilah -Khomeini - come de

is real Iews dellantly and ‘without -
rd ,

cently vlsued the Ayatollah

Richard Falk, professor. Of mtema--‘;:_
tional law at Princeton Uni vers:ty, re-éf

public opinion. Thus, the depict
_ f his own. follgwers  ° him as fanatical, reactionary and thew
ar %s; g@wl‘upp.ens& t?he bearer of crude prejudicu mms l:er
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f m control the extreme left or even
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