
1,ONDON ASTD PI'OKTH EASTERN R 

illinistry of Transport, 
5 ,  Wl~itcl~all Gardens, I,o 

SIR, 
I HAVE the honour to report, for the inforlnation of the Minister of Transport, 

in compliance with the Order of the 11th May, the result of my Inquiry into the 
causes of the derailment of a passenger train on the 10th Maq-, about 2 p.in., betweell 
Annitsford and ('ramlington Stations (north of Newcastle) on the London and North 
Eastern Railway. 

The 10.0 a.111. up expresh passenger train (ex Edinburgh to King's Cross) was 
travelling on the u p  main line betwecn the named stations, a t  a moderate speed, 
when the engine a i d  five leading vehicles left the rails a t  a point about 218 yards 
north of mile post No. 9 from Newcastle. The engine was derailed to the left (east). 
m d  ploughed its way through the ballast ancl along the cess a distance of about 
88 yards before coining to rest. It was found on its left side clear of and parallel 
with the up track, partially supported by low bank, with its buffers in contact with 
the northern wall of a clisused bignal box. Fortunntely only two passengers were 
injured. A roluriteer fireman on the engine had his wrists scalded. 

The train was hauled hq Pacific type engine No. 2565 (4-6-2) with 8-wheeled 
tender. The loaded weight of engine and tencler combinecl was 148 tons 15 cwts. 
and its length over buffers 70 Si~et 5& inches. The train included the following twelve 
corridor coaching vehicles of the London and Xorth Eastern Railway :- 

tons. cwts. qrs. 
No. 1060 8-x~heeled 3rd Class van ... ... wcight 32 10 CI 

... ... ,, 149 7, 1st Class coach ,- 33 17 2 
,, 64415 articulated 1st C'lass Restaurant C'ar 

... ,, 6442J set with 4 Kitchen C'ar 1 \ total 
" ' weight 83 12 2 ,, 6143J bogies. 3rd Class Kestaurant Car 
... ,, 364J 8-wheeled 3rd ('lass coach ... weight 32 0 0 
... ,, 1372 7 7  7 9 ? >  3 7 32 0 0 

... ,, 146 ? . Brake van ... 7 7  28 15 0 

... ... ,P 61632 7 3rd Class coach 7 32 5 C) 
,, 43689 .. 1st and 3rd Class ('ompo- 

site brake ... ... ? *  33 C, 0 
... ,, 10130K ,3  3rd Class bra1 ~e van 3 .  32 10 0 

... . A9J ,- 3rd Class coach . . . 7 . 31 5 0 

... Weight of coaclling whicles ... X 4  tons. 

... ... \\'eight of engine ... ... 148 tons 15 cwts. 

Total weight 522 tons 16 cmt>s. 

The train was fitted tlirougllout with the vacuunz continuous brake, working 
blocks upon all wlleels except the engiiie bogie. Thew was in addition the usual 
hand brake equipment on the wheels of the ten&;., and on those of coaching vehicles 
Nos. 1060, 146, 42889, ant1 10130N. The continuous brake was in good order, the 
vacuum maintained on the engine being 20 inclies. 

Tlle total lmgtlz of thrk train with engine W;%.: approximately 790 feet. T1w 
lighting througllout, ant1 coo1;iny in the kitchen car. was electric. 

After the de~'ail~llci~t tlw engine was fount1 a.: above drwribed. The first coach. 
XO. 1060, also lay on it, left side, it, leding c b n t l  still cou1)lect to the tender, but with 
both bogiw ripped 08. I t  lay at  an angle of 45 with tlw direction of the railway, the 
rear half of the vellic.le t.xtendiug east.cc.ar& owl. t h e  railway fcnce into the adjoining 
field. The second coach, No. 149, which h ; d  it, bogieh kriocked off. stood a t  rigllt 
angles with the railway astriclt. railw;ty fcncc and hoth lines of rail, its rear end 
tilted upwards 01-cAr the down tracl;. Tlic tllird \~cIlicle, No. 644 l J ,  stood upright 
(with the front bogic broken ; l \y~y)  ciiapol>;tIly tcr.o+ the up ancl down tracks, mth 



its leading end under the rear end of No. 149, the connecting coupling being broken. 
The fourth vehicle, 6442 .P, stood derailed across the clown track, with the connecting 
bogie between it and the fifth vehicle also off the rails. The rear bogie of the 
iwticulated set, nncler the traii~ng end of No. 6443 J ,  was on the rails, as were also the 
remaining seveii vehicles. 

X list of damage to permanent way ;xnd stock will be found in the Appendix. 

The railway in the neighbourhood of tlle mme of this accident has a general 
tlirection from north (Berwick) to routh (Newcastle). The double track is straight 
for a clistance of about 330 yards north to a point 1,445 yards south of the actual 
point of derailment. The eastern pair of rails is used by up and thc western by 
tlown traffic. An up train approaching the scene travels on a falling gradient of 
l in 224. Details of the permanent way laid a t  the site are as follows :- the rails arc3 
British Standard section, weigh 95 Ibs. per yard, in lengths of 15 feet, and are 
becured by outside wooden keys to cast iron chairs, weighing 19 lbs. apiece. Each 
<.hair is secured by two spilas and two trenails to creosoted timber sleepers, measuring 
9 feet by l0  inches by 3 inches. There are 15 deeprrh to a rail length. The rail 
joints are connected by straight fishplates, 1 foot 6 inches in length, weighing 32a lbs. 
per ;)air. There are four fish bolts to each joint, B inch in diameter. Tllc sleeperh 
nle laid on broken stone ballast, which ha:; a depth of 6 inches. 

On both sides of the railway is n post and rail fence about 4 feet high. The 
g'ound between the up track and the eastern fence is practically level at  the site of 
clerailment. On the west, tlie up track is partly supported on a low embankment. 
li~bicle the bounclary fence, on the east side, there is an old signal-box nonr used as a 
platelayer's cabin. Outside the fence. between this cabin and the actual point of 
ticmilment, there is a small pond in the fielcl adjoining the railway. disused wagon- 
il ay crosses the adjoining field in a south-easterly direction, a i d  terminates a t  the 
rxi!way fence, between the pond and the site of derailment. 

JIcaburecl from the disused signal-box, the approximate distances to the ulider- 
mentioned stations, &le posts, etc., in the vicinity of the derailment are as follows :- 

... -4nnitsford Station ... ,.. 1 mile 632 yards south. 

... Duclley ('olliery signal box ... l mile 255 ,, +, 
Dam Dykes signal-box ancl lel-c4 crossing S64 ,, -, 
Xo. 9 mile post from Newcastle ... 130 ., * ?  

Pond in field 011 east side of railway + .  . 656 . nurtll. 
Point of dertzilinent ... ... ... S8 ,, 3 ,  

Dam Dykw np dihtant signal ... ... C33 ,, ,) 
('ramlington signal-box . . . ... 719 ,, 9 ,  

... ('ramlington Station ... ... l ,, > , 

1. I csamincrl the xene of this ;~cc.iclent on the <,~rly nlorning of tlie 12th Nay. 
At that time the srcond and third coaches llacl been moved from their positions 
.tc~vss the ctonn line, and the leacling enci of the fourth vehicle, which bad been foul 
r ~ f  the ctown line, was shifted eastward, its front end being supported by timbers. The 
rni lh  of the clown line, n-hi(-h hacl bcrn put out of aligriinent by contact with tlie bogies 
of  the hecond and third vehicles. hacl been lined up and the up track made good. 
This wab necessary in or cler to establid~ single linc working on the do15 11 road. The 
engine, first coach, and the fifth and zixth whicles, were in the positions they assumed 
i~fter the accident, ancl no alteration or repair had been made in the condition of the 
rrp track under these \-chicks hubquen t  to the rler.ailment. I found the point of 
derailment a t  a rail joint in the left huncl r d  situated under the fifth coach (No. 6443J), 
<rll four whchels of the rear bogie under this coach being in position on the rails north of 
the p i n t  of derailment. The left hand rail in advance (south) of thib rail joint was lying 
outside the sleeper.; alongside the track. I examined the rhil and found it straight, 
irmnarlaxl by wheels, nncl r r n d n ~ i l u ~ t t l  at both mcts. The central interval between the 



sleepers on each sick of this rail joint was S feet 5; inches. and the projecting leading end 
of the rail, rlorth of the point of derailment, was l foot 7 2  inches from the centre of the 
northerlv of the two rail joint sleepers. 'rlw sleeper south of the rail joint was undani- 
aged, and the left hand chair on this sleeper \\.as in position and unbrokm. The 
inside rounded lip of the higher (outside) jaw of this chair hacl been scral~ed oft 
vertically, and the top of the lower (inside) jam- was smoothly indented. The right 
hand rail, corresponding to the left tlaild rail wl~ich was found lying alongsicie the 
track, was in position in its ehairh, with the rail joints at  each end secure, but with 
most of the keys lmocked out. The up line track in front of this pair of rails nas  
completely destroyed ss   fa^. as the position assunled by the first coach, the left hand 
rails being bent, and in some cases broken. all the chairs smashed, and the sleepers 
broken into spliiiteri ancl driven forward into the ballast out of their original positionb. 

2. At nljr inquiry on the 13th inst., Mr. J. H. XlcIlwnna. Assistant Dist~ict 
Engineer, gave evidence that he had established a patrol of six volunteer platelayers. 
under the leadership of one of their enginewing asiistants (Martin). I t  was the dut) 
of this patrol to  inspect daily the permanent way of the section of the railway in the 
neighbourliooct of the accident. Tlli,i inspection hacl been ~nade  daily during the 
Strike. and hacl not been interfered with prior to the 10th instant. SIT. McIlvennu 
arrived on tht. wme  of the accident about 3 p m .  He found one length of outside 
].ail of the up Line was out of position, lying alongside the track outside the sleepers- 
and held tight by the weight of ballast and p r e ~ u r e  from the bogie or frame of the 
partially derailed restaurant car No. 6443,J. The fishplates, bolts and 11uts belonging 
to the rail joint between the qouthern end of the displaced rail and tlie northern end 
of the rail teiminatinp tlre sound track, were then missing, with the exception of 
one broken fishbolt, which W,, 5 found in the four-foot may. A little later, he had the 
displaced outer rail released. and examined it with Permanent Wag. Inspectol. 
Yemberthy. It was straight, undamaged. and unmarked. The other outside rails 
of the up track. in the area itflcctcd by t h t ~  ilt~railment, nere greatly distorted and ill 
some cases broken. The other portion of the Inrohen bolt, with the nut still screwed 
on, was picked up later. The nut shewed indentation n~arlis of having been struck 
by heavy hanimer blows. 7 ' 1 ~  south end of the rail terminating the sound track. 
which he thought wai obviously the actual point of derailnlent, shemed on the outside 
facc of the top flange new bright indented marks 011 the metal, such as would 
expected if hammer blows had hec~n htrucli a t  the nut head of the fishbolt underneath 
the rail head. Three other fishbolts were subsequently tound, two of which had thr 
nuts loosely threaded on. The fourth fislibolt n d  together with about 25 cllair lceyb, 
were picked out of the small pond in the field adjoining the railway. Mr. I\/lcIlvenna 
saw Inspector Pemberthy, while searching for any tools n hicl1 nlight h a w  bedn used. 
cliscover in sonre scrub and grass outside t h  r,riln.ay fence, a fishplate with lrammel 
marks on it, a sledge lianlmer marked KD. ,  K.E.E., a platelayer's pinch bar, and a 
>crew key which fitted the fishbolt nub.  Hc stored these tools, fishplateh, bolt,. 
and nuts, and produced them at my Inquiry. 

Xr. Ncilvenna ooffered the definite opinion that the derailment was clue to  the 
removal of the fi41plates from one or more rail joints, and of keys from the chairb 
under more t l ~ a n  one rail length, by wme persons unknown. Hc was unable to 
4a t e  definitely whethc~ thcl loosened rail had actually been taken out of its chair,. 
before the train arrived, or uhether it was tllronn out of its position in the chair+ 
by the locoinotive. He thought that all the cllairs found over the disturbed area 
of the up track \+ere broken across the base. If the rail had been left loose in the 
cllairs and %as thrown out of position by thc engine, he woulci have expected to find 
the jaws of the chairs broken 08. if, on the other hand, the rail n as actually toppled 
out of positioil in the chairs before the train arrived on the scene, the fishplates ancl 
bolts a t  the leading (south) end of the displaced rail m ~ w t  also have been removed. 

,Mr. R. W. Alnrtin, Engineer's Assistant, Sorthcrn District, gave evidence that 
hex patrolled the main linc on the 10th instant bctu-et111 Bentoil Quarry, 4 miles north 
of Newcastle, am1 Ylessey, about 11 miles fro111 Newcastle. He left Benton Quarry 
with six volunteer platelayer.; at  10.40 a.in., ancl arrived a t  Ductley ('ouncil Houses 
near i2nnitsf ord Station without intcrferencc. At t l ~ i i  place men a i d  women 
commenced tllroming stones and clods of vartb, accompanied by foul language. 
The patrol, 11o~v-ever, continued on their way past Dutlley level crossing, attending to the 
keys on both lines of road, ancl reached I ) i m  Dgltei crossir~g about 12.50 p.1~. 
This crossing was in cltttrge of an es-Polic.e ('ctnitahlt. (L.N.E.R.) with three  assistant^ 



They went forward along the railway, and arrived a t  the old signal-box, now used 
as a plateiayer's cabin, which is about mid-way between Dam Dykes crossing ancE 
C'ramlington Station, about 1.20 p m .  He found the cabin window had been removed, 
and could see the platelayer" tools inside. The line was in good order a t  the point 
of derailment, all keys being in position about 1.25 p.m. He then heard shouting, 
and on looking eastwards towards Cralnlington Colliery, saw men and youths running 
towards the line shouting "Kill the- blacklegs, get hold of their gear "-meaning 
the platelaylng hammers, which the patrol were carrying. d perfect shower of 
3tones was thrown a t  them as they started to run along the railway. A crowd of 
about 100 followed them along the line throwing stone ballast, one of his patrol 
being struck behind the ear, and Mr. Martin himself on the leg. The crowd followed 
the patrol for about 200 yarcis, and then returned southwards along the railway in 
the direction of the platelayer's cabin. 

On arrival a t  Cramlington Station Mr. Martin told the station master what had 
happened and left the platelayers' llalnniers in his charge about 1.40 p.m. He then 
left the station master's house. and proceeded northwards along the railway when 
he saw the smoke of an approaching train. This afterwardh proveci to be the 10.0 a.m. 
Edinburgh to King's C'ross passenger cAxpress. He stood in the four-foot way and 
stopped the train by waring 11% anns. The train stopped about 300 yards north of 
Cramlington Station. The>time mould then be about 1.50 p m .  He warned the 
driver, and one of the guards, to expect a liostile erowl at  the platelayer's cabin, 
and then boarded the train with the rest of the patrol. After passing tlie two bridges 
south of Cramlington, Nos. 57 and 58, lie saw a number of men running away from 
the railway, and shortly afterwards the coach he was riding in-the third from the 
engine-rocked violently, the electric lamps and dishes on the tables being thrown 
m the floor. Two naval men, a passenger, and Mr. Martin himself, were quickly 
out of the train, and gave chase to some men who were running away across the field 
from the scene of the accident, but could not overtake them. He then examined 
the pernisnent way, and found an outside rail of the up road had been tampered with, 
the fishplates and bolts at  the trailing (north) end of this rail having been removed. 
The rail which had been removed was found lying nearly parallel with the track, 
outside the ends of the sleepers. He fol-mecl the opinion that the rail liad 
Ixen taken out of the chairs before the train arrived a t  the spot, because after 
c.areful examination no marks of n heels, or out of line, m ere found on it. The inner 
~wwe~ponding up rail had the keys removed, and the bolts of one of the fishplate 
joint.; had been loosened. On the clown track aim, he found that one of the nuts 
of i t  bolt in a fishplate hacl been eased about 1 iricli, whilst the other tliree bolts 
sliewed signs of having been taniperecl with. Several of the keys in the chairs on the 
down road had also been removed. Tlic missing fishplates of the left hand rail joint, 
as well as tools, vere found in his presence. He ~.stjniatecl that the derailment took 
place a t  2 pm.  Police and railway officer5 arriwd on the site between 2.30 and 3 p.m. 

Mr. C. S. ('layton, volunteer platel,~)w, gave evidence that lie was one of Mr. 
Martin's patrol gang, and confi~med the latter's evidence in respect of the stone 
throwing ancl foul language which tlrcy encountered a t  Dudley C'ouncil Houses. 
They, howerer, took no notice but continued their work of inspection northwards, 
!)assing the disused signal-box as far as the first bridge which crosses the railway, 
s distance of about 300 yards. It was in the vicinity of this overbridge that a crowd 
of people began to attacli tliem with stones. They were followed by this crowd 
rborrt 100 yard.; and liad to ta le  to their heels. 

Mr. R. R. Pemberthv, Permanent Way Inspector of Manors clistrict, who had 
had 18 years' service as ~&rmanent  R a y  Inspector, arrived on the scene about 5 p.m. 
He stated that a t  the actual point of rlerailnient he founcl a fishplate and a broken 
bolt lying a t  the end of a sleeper. He then cleared the ballast off the rail, which 
was lying outside and alongside of the track, and founci it straight, undamaged, and 
nnnlarked. He concluded that the rail had been taken out of the chairs before the 
acc+icient, and placed alongside, ancl that the fishplates a t  both ends of tlie rail must 
have been removed to allow of this being done. The men responsible must have 
either had tlie necessary tools, or have been in sufficient numbers to turn the rail in 
the chairs and lift it  out. Outside the railway fence he found under some bushes a 
quarter (sledge) hammer, a screw key, a pinch bar, and one fishplate, which paired 
with the one he had found adjoining the sleeper. He also counted wooden pegs, 
to the number of 21, which liad been taken out of the pond. 



3. T. R. Grallarn, ('ounty Police Sergeant of (kamlington Village, stated in 
evidence that he was in the village talking to a farmer when his attention was drawn 
by the latter to the fact that a train had been upset m c l  that i t  was on fire. After 
telegraphing for assistaiice to the Police Superintendent and for a Doctor, Ire bicycled 
to the scene of the accident and arrivecl there about 2.10 j1.m. He noticed a number 
of people coining from \Vest C'ramlington Colliery going towards the scene. Any 
person that was a t  the place wlxn the derailment occurred got away before he arrived. 
On Ilis arrival, he assisted in relc&ng from the train a passenger who was injured. 
In his opinion the accident was tlur to damage to the track done hy somc unlmown 
person or persons. 

4. K. Shedclon, regular driver e~nployeti at  Haymarket Depot, Edinburgh, 
who had 36 years' service with the North British and London and Xorth Eastern 
Railways, was in cllarge of engine No. 2565, and worked the 10 a.nz. passenger train 
from Edinburgll on the 10th instant. The continuous brake (vacuum) was in good 
order, and he had no difficulty in maintaining a pressure of 20 inchex. Tllc train 
left Edinburgh a t  10.9 a.m., and a t  BcrwicB,as he did not know the road to Newcastle, 
a conductor clrirer, Thomas \17edderburn, joined him on the footplate. I11 acidition there 
were two volunteer firemen. He got off the engine when th,n train was stopped north 
of ('rainlington and spoke to $h. Martin. He learnt of the trouble south of C'ramlington 
Station, and subsequently warned Wedclerburn to be very careful. He expected, 
from their experience at  Prestonpans, and one or two other places betwecn Edinburgh 
i~lid Berwick, that the trouble Mr. Martin referred to would be of the nature of stone 
throwing 117 persons on bridges and on the track. No stoning, howe~~er, took place 
on this occasion. When they came to the point where derailment took place, the 
engine began to wobl~le from side to side. It then dropped off the road towards the 
left, ploughcd its n7aF through the ballast, turned over 011 to its left sicle and came to 
rest partially supported by a small bank of earth. He dicl not notice as the enginr 
approac.lled the place, that any rail had been taken out of the up track, but had tlw 
inl1xesAoon that a rail was loose in the chairs. One of the volunteer firemen, Aitken, 
cot .;lightly scaldecl, hut he and driver Weclderburn were not injured in any way. 
The engine was running very steadily before reaching the point of derailment, at  a 
~pecd  of probably twenty miles an hour. \Vedderburn shut off steam ancl applied 
the bralie just after the derailment, and before the engine had overturnecl. He had 
previous experience of engines coming off the rails. hut tlie first sensation on this 
occasion was different. and resenibled what would 11th felt with an engine wobbling 
from side to side on insecure rails, hefore i t  actually dropped off the ~ m d .  He was 
;standing on the right hand side of the footplate behind \Vedclerburn, who wa;S 
(hiring at  the time. He clid not notice any person5 within the railway fence, or in 
the adjoining field, until after the derailment, p o s d l y  hecause the firemen standing 
on the left of the footplate obscured his view in thnt direction. But he noticcci peopk 
in the field after the fwgine had come to rest. These people were stanciiny in a row 
alongside the railway, laughing and gesticulating, bcfore the police came on the 
scene. He was unable to leave the cilgine until he hacl damped clown the fire with 
earth, and taken other necessary precautions. 

R. Aitken, vol~mteer fireman, with 6+ years' ellyiaeth~g experience, was firing 
n it11 aimther \rolunteer (Hircl) with drivers Shecldon and Wedclerburn. He was on 
the left of the footplate bchincl Hird. He noticed, ;L:: the. engine passecl under bridge 
So. 57 north of the scene of tlrraih~~cnt, that people were standing on t l l ~  bridge. 
;lutomatic.ally, the men on the footplate w w t  ~ t n d ~ r  vover of the engine cab, as thcy 
i l d  frequently had tnissiles hurled a t  theul f ~ a l n  olerbriclgeh since the Strike 
c~mlmericecl. On this occ.asioa no stones were thrown, and his first sensation of the 
c1w;tilment n as a slight joggling on the enginc for a dibtance of 10 to 15 yards, similar 
to that felt when an engine passecl over points and crossings. This joggle ~mceded 
the tlrop to the left which was caused when the engine wheels left the rails. From 
his c~speri~iice of motor s1>eeds, hc thought that the sl~eecl of the engine might have 
bren from 20 to 25 miles an hour, but certainly not more. After the engine came to 
rest, finding tlie men on tlic footplate were a11 right, he crawled out on to a small 
hank of earth, and helped some passengers out of the seeoncl coach. He noticed 
people in the adjoining field after the accident. Their attitude was distinctly hostile. 
They did not throw stones actually, but they laughed, and it was certainly not at 
time for laughter. 



T. Weciderburn, yernianent driver. stationed at  T'u eedluouth locomotive depot. 
stated that he had 39 years' service with the London and North Eastern Railway. 
including 27 years driving. He joined the train at  Berwick and drove to the scene 
of the accident. They stopped a t  several places south of Berwick to open the gates 
of level crossings wliich were across the railway, but were not booked to  stop a t  any 
htation. Wtdderburn confirmed the foregoing ericlence relatire to  the stop niadv 
bv the train north of Craiillinptrtn, and thought the warning receivecl there referred 
t b  stone throwing. All the winclo~~s of the engine cab had been broken bp stones on 
the down journey betcl-een Newcastlt~ and N~rn-icli on the 8th instant. On t l i i ~  
occasion he gave his eon~pletc atter~tion to the track before him, and if there had 
been a gap in the rails on either side before the engine ran over it, he would certainly 
have noticed it. The first irnjtression 11c received of the derailment was tliat the 
engine wohhlecl for a distalm~ of six or eight yard, before the wheels ciroppecl off the 
rails to the left. He applied the continuous bmke with full force immediately he 
felt the engine wobble. Tlierch was steam escaping after the engine overturned and 
he shut of1 ihe valves. He aftcrn-arcis noticed men in the field alongside the hedgc~ 
close by the engine, but could not saT- nhen they arrived. They were laughing and 
treating the incident as a joke ancl' p-'re no assistaiice. They mere not wearing 
railway uniform, 

T. Brown, passenger guand, who had 37 years' service with the Korth British and 
London a i ~ i  North Eastern Gailways, was in charge of the train from Edinburgh to 
Newcastle. He rode in the last van from Berwick. After the stop made 1j.v the 
train nor t l1 of Cramlington he M ent for\$ ard to  the front. asked t l ~ c  passengers wl: o 
1 5  ere standing In the corridorh C):' ga!1gwa~s to get inside the compartments, and hacl 
all thc blinds pullecl dou 11. He ctid this as there had been stone throwing on the previoui- 
trip, between Killingworth tmtl Forest Aall south of Cramlington. He was in thc. 
corridor rbf the fourth or fifth coach from the front when the crash took place. He 
immediately oot out of the coach on the left hand side, and saw there were five or 
six men inside the railm-ay fence, and about the same numl~er outside the fence. 
\!'hen they haw him they got 01 er the fence and ran away. He followed them ancl 
noticed that  one nian in rear aas  vithout a coat or waistcoat as he ran across the 
field. This mm1 htoppecl midway in the field and picked up some stones, calling to 
the men in front of him. who were running away. to come back. They did not c30 so, 
howerc~r, and Brown contiiiuecl to follom7 the man. Before he got to the fence 
on the far side of the road howerer, he noticed a number of men h:anding in 
the roadway looking into the field. They came out of the roadway intct the field 
on his right and left and would have surrounded him, so he returned to the train. 
The men advanced through the field and stopped about midway. On his return to 
the train he went back northwards to protect it in the usual manner. Both men 
ancl women camp into the field. ancl stood laugh~iig and jeering. He had madt 
previous journeys with the train between Berwick ancl Newcastle on the 7th and Sth 
instants. 011 both occasiani stones vere throm-n at  the train in the X-icinity of the 
accident. He estimated that the s p e d  of the train when it was derailed was 15 milt* 
an hour. The accident happened at  2 p m .  exactly. in accordance with his match. 

R. Xlurray, volunteer ticket collector, xvas fist employed during the Strike in 
lwrning the duties of signaliiian. He then acted as ticliet collector nt T\Taverle>. 
On the 10th he joined the 10 a.m. from Edinbiirgh as travelling ticliet collector. Hi. 
gave evidence that  therch were from 250 to 275 passengers 0x1 boarcl the traill. After 
the stop near ('ramlington, lie nus ~vall<ing from the front to thc rear of the train. 
and met four or five of the gang of men that were picked up. He got out when the 
t r i n  had stoppt~d, but did not see an? persons standing inside the railnay fence. 
Htl noticed, howet-er. t\\- crity or thirty who were running away from the railway along 
thi. old wagon way. HP got orer the railway fence ancl started running across the field 
in  the direction the riieil hacl taken, but sllortlv stopped and went back to the train, as 
111. thought he would be nrorc useful lool& after tlic passengers. He saw guard 
BJWV t~ and a civilian. ;I passmger. running after the men. About ten or fifteen 
illiuut~s  aft^^ the tlcrailment he noticed quite a crow1 of people coming towards the 

r i  r i V .  L1it;- got within 30 or 40 yards of the railway fence ailcl he saw a policeman 
m ( l  :L passenger licepiup them hack. Thev \vcAre quite <.lose to the railway, and were 
laugl~ing and wetned yriitc. pleascd with ~ ~ l ~ a t  had happened. One man, indeed+ 
cnnw f o r ~ w d  a n d  yokel to hit11 offt'ritig assi\t:jllcp. hnt he n-as n-arcd away hy the 
I ~oliwman. 



In the (minioil of the t M o engiiie c l r i w r x ,  nncl (of \ f ) I ~ ~ i t e e ~ '  firemall ditken, this 
h i't I l a i ~ c l  rail n in po4 ion  in it5 c;~c?ir.s when tlie erlgjllc ran o X T r r  it. rI'hei~* view is 
xtipportcd by the fact that on the footplate the- cqicmencect a y ~ > e l i n ~ i ~ ~ : ~ r y  wobbling 
r r l c ) w t l i t A n r ; ,  as if the PIE +c u hrels were trn\ elling orer a loose rail, or oi-er points 
tnii t m \ ~ i l y s ,  hefore :hey felt the tlrop occabinneri h?- t l ~ e  wheels coming ofT tllc 
I .  Wirer l T r c d c l ~ r  f~u rn ,  moreover, stated that  1 1 t h  n as kePping a very ci~ref'ul look 
G I L L ,  an(l would hn\ c notic.ed it there had been , I  e;lp in pither line of rail l-)efor, 
ht- rz,n orm it. 



flor these reasons, I have forrnecl the opinion that not only were the fishplates- 
a t  both ends of tlie rail removed: but that the rail itself also had been toppled out of 
the &airs before the derailment, and eithcr levered or lifted into the position ill which 
it was found. 

it also appears, from the fact that  keys hacl been removed from the chairs under 
the right hand rail of the down track. ancl a fishplate bolt loosened a t  a rail joint on 
the u 6  track, t'llat the persons t.npged in interference with the tracli were interrupted 
in their work of sabotage by the approach of the train. 

The damage to the pe~innncnt way and stock resulting from the derailment 
was in my opinion such ;is might be expected if the train had been tra~elling at a 
moilerate speed of about 20 miles an hour. 

3. 31)- final conc1nsii)ns 011 tlie case therefore are :- 
( W )  That the Railway Company were taking such measures as were possible 

by patrolling the line, to  ensure that the pernlancnt way was in order for the passage 
of trains. 

(6) That the train in question was travelling a t  a moderate speed when i t  was 
derailed, and that the circumstances were such that no responsibility attaches to 
any of the enginemen or railway personnel for the derailment. 

( c )  That the derailment was due to action by persons unknown, who malic.iousl-\~ 
removed a left hand rail from the down tracli, and were engaged in further interference 
on both the up and down tracks, when the train approached the scene of accident. 
It appears therefore that a number of persons must have been engaged in this case of 
sabotage. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

6. W. PRINGLE. 
C ' ~ ~ O , ~ , P I ,  

The Secretary, 

Ministry of Transport. 

APPENDIX. 

I. I)AAK4GE 'I'U YEKMAXEIVT WAY. 

(a )  Up lint- . . . . 10 rails hrnt or broken 
68 sleepers and 136 chairs destroyed. 

(b) Down ltrw . . . . 3 i a l s  1)cnt 

(b) Carriage Kv.  1060 

Side rods and Walschaert gear t ~ n t .  and brake rigging broken ;urt !  
damaged, wit,h othrr minor breakages. 

Both bogies rippetl oE : 2 ran  doors broken ; 2 axle boscss i~rolii.ti : 
offsitltl cl(xadiilg, doors and light broken. 

Both hogies ripped off, both sides nncl side panels badly clrt~nagrtl ; 
four t1oor.s pullcd off ; windows broken ; one hogie frame bv~tt,. 
one end linocketl in ancl v~st,ibule frame bent ; corridor partition 
damaged anti clisplaced ; one axle box broken. 

Onr door a,nd on? side light broken ; 2 c~ltis damaged : 2 foot boards 
brolir.~l : 1 bnffer rod brokt~n ; lea,rling hogir rippcd off. 

1~)erailetl at second R I ~  third bogies. 
Ueraild at  third bogie. 


